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Pneumocystosis
The Forerunners 1909-1912

In 1909 Carlos Chagas described a 
peculiar pneumonia in a guinea pig 
infected by Schizotrypanum cruzi 
that he erroneously ascribed to the 
same parasite

In 1910 Antonio Carini observed a 
similar disease in the lungs of rats 
experimentally infected with 
T.lewisi (Carini A. Formas de eschizogonia do 

Trypanosoma lewisi. Bol Soc de Med e Cir de Sau Paulo 
1019;18:204)

An initial mistake



Pneumocystosis: 1990-2002

New taxonomy

New name

Protozoa Fungus

Pneumocystis carinii Pneumocystis jirovecii
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1981: The start of the AIDS Pandemic: 
Pneumocystis carinii  re-discovered
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Emerg Infect Dis 2013; 
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How is transmitted P.jirovecii pneumonia?
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